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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pereira 
etal., US Patent 6,542,391. 

3. With respect to claim 1 , Pereira teaches a content addressable memory (CAM) 
device, comprising: a priority resolution circuit that is configured to hierarchically resolve 
competing soft priorities between a plurality of active hit signals according to numeric 
significance, in col. 19, lines 27-53. 

4. With respect to claim 2, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 1 , wherein said 
priority resolution circuit is configured to resolve competing hard priorities between two 
or more of the plurality of active hit signals having equivalent highest soft priorities by 
identifying which of the two or more of the plurality of active hits signals has the highest 
hard priority, in col. 35, lines 13-28, the row priority circuit. 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,542 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2186 

5. With respect to claim 3, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 2, wherein said 
priority resolution circuit comprises a MSB soft priority resolution stage and a LSB soft 
priority resolution stage, in col. 20, lines 5-20. 

6. With respect to claim 4, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 3, wherein said 
priority resolution circuit comprises a hard priority resolution stage that is electrically 
coupled to outputs of said LSB soft priority resolution stage, in col. 20, lines 5-20. 

7. With respect to claim 5, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 1 , further 
comprising: a plurality of CAM array blocks having respective soft priorities assigned 
thereto; and wherein said priority resolution circuit comprises a plurality of registers that 
retain the soft priorities assigned to said plurality of CAM array blocks, in col. 19, lines 
27-53. 

8. With respect to claim 6, Pereira teaches a content addressable memory (CAM) 
device, comprising: a plurality of CAM array blocks having respective soft priorities 
assigned thereto; and a hierarchical priority resolution circuit that is configured to 
identify a highest priority one of said plurality of CAM array blocks having respective 
matching entries therein during a search operation, by sequentially evaluating the soft 
priorities of said plurality of CAM array blocks according to numeric significance, in col. 
19, lines 27-53. 

9. With respect to claim 7, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 6, wherein said 
hierarchical priority resolution circuit is configured to sequentially evaluate the soft 
priorities of said plurality of CAM array blocks in descending order according to numeric 
significance, in col. 19, lines 27-53 and col. 20, lines 5-20. 
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10. With respect to claim 8, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 6, wherein said 
hierarchical priority resolution circuit comprises a plurality of programmable registers 
that retain the soft priorities, in col. 19, lines 27-53. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 9, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 6, wherein said 
hierarchical priority resolution circuit comprises: a first soft priority resolution circuit that 
is electrically coupled in a wired-OR manner to a first plurality of signal lines; and a 
second soft priority resolution circuit that is electrically coupled in a wired-OR manner to 
a second plurality of signal lines, in col. 29, lines 23-28. 

12. With respect to claim 10, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 9, wherein 
the first and second plurality of signal lines are floated or biased at precharged levels 
during the search operation, in col. 9, lines 17-18. 

1 3. With respect to claim 1 1 , Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 9, wherein 
said hierarchical priority resolution circuit further comprises: a third soft priority 
resolution circuit that is electrically coupled in a wired-OR manner to a third plurality of 
signal lines, in col. 9, lines 17-18. 

14. With respect to claim 12, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 1 1 , wherein 
said hierarchical priority resolution circuit further comprises: a hard priority resolution 
circuit that is electrically coupled to outputs of said third soft priority resolution circuit, in 
col. 9, lines 4-27. 

1 5. With respect to claim 1 3, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 6, wherein 
said hierarchical priority resolution circuit comprises: a soft priority resolution circuit; 
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and a hard priority resolution circuit that is electrically coupled to outputs of said soft 
priority resolution circuit, in col. 19, lines 27-53. 

16. With respect to claim 14, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 6, wherein 
said hierarchical priority resolution circuit comprises: a soft priority resolution circuit that 
is electrically coupled in a wired-OR manner to a first plurality of signal lines that are 
floated or biased at precharged levels during a priority resolution operation; and a hard 
priority resolution circuit that is electrically coupled to outputs of said soft priority 
resolution circuit, in col. 19, lines 27-53 and col. 9, lines 4-27. 

17. With respect to claim 15, Pereira teaches a content addressable memory (CAM) 
device, comprising: a priority resolution circuit that is configured to resolve competing 
soft priorities between a plurality of active hit signals associated with a respective 
plurality of CAM array blocks, in response to a search operation, in col. 19, lines 27-53. 

18. Claims 1 6-1 8 are similar to claims 2-4 and are rejected using similar logic. 

1 9. Claim 1 9 is similar to claims 1 and 2, and is rejected using similar logic. 

20. With respect to claim 20, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 19, wherein 
the competing soft priorities of the plurality of active hit signals are resolved by 
evaluating the soft priorities in a MSB to LSB sequence, in col. 9, lines 36-42. 

21 . With respect to claim 21 , Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 19, wherein 
said priority resolution circuit is a hierarchical priority resolution circuit having at least 
two soft priority resolution stages and a hard priority resolution stage, in col. 6, lines 22- 
67. 

22. Claim 22 is similar to claim 6 and is rejected using similar logic. 
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23. Claim 23 is similar to claims 1 and 2 and is rejected using similar logic. 

24. With respect to claim 24, Pereira teaches a content addressable memory (CAM) 
device, comprising: a plurality of CAM array blocks that each have respective soft and 
hard priorities assigned thereto; and a priority resolution circuit that is configured to 
identify a highest priority one of said plurality of CAM array blocks having respective 
matching entries therein during a search operation by resolving competing hard 
priorities between at least two of said plurality of CAM array blocks having the same soft 
priority, in col. 20, lines 5-20. 

25. With respect to claim 25, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 24, wherein 
the CAM device comprises 2N+1 CAM array blocks therein, where N is an integer; and 
wherein said priority resolution circuit comprises log2N groups of precharged signal 
lines that are used during a priority resolution operation to resolve competing soft 
priorities between hit signals generated by said plurality of CAM array blocks, in col. 19, 
lines 27-53 and col. 25, lines 22-25. 

26. With respect to claim 26, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 24, wherein 
the CAM device comprises 2N+1 CAM array blocks, where N is an integer; and wherein 
said priority resolution circuit comprises log2N groups of N or N-1 precharged signal 
lines, in col. 25, lines 22-25. 

27. With respect to claim 27, Pereira teaches the CAM device of Claim 24, wherein 
the CAM device comprises (2x)y CAM array blocks, where x and y are integers; and 
wherein said priority resolution circuit comprises y groups of precharged signal lines 
having 2x or 2x-1 signal lines per group, in col. 5, lines 22-25 
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28. With respect to claim 28, Pereira the CAM device of Claim 27, wherein x and y 
represent a pair of integers selected from the pair groups (x,y) consisting of (3,3), (2,4) 
and (3,2), in col. 5, lines 22-25. 

29. With respect to claims 29-57, Applicant claims the same material as claims 1 -28, 
except combines the limitations in various different ways. Therefore the rejection of 
these claims is substantially the same as claims 1-28. 

Response to Arguments 

30. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-57 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN DARE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4069. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (571)272-4182. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matt Kim/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2186 

/Ryan Dare/ 
November 10, 2008 



